
 

 
 
March 6, 2017 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 
This summer, we are requiring students to participate in our summer reading program by reading Monster by Walter 
Dean Myers. The purpose of Bishop Noll’s summer reading program is to improve students’ ability to read and 
comprehend complex texts independently and proficiently. 
 
As detailed in the BNI student handbook, all incoming and returning students must complete the book before the first day of 
school and participate in assessment activities and other assignments based on the reading when the school year begins. 
Students who planned to transfer to another school but return to Bishop Noll are not exempt from summer reading. No extra 
time will be given to these students; if they choose not to complete the reading prior to the beginning of the school year, 
they run the risk of failing the assignment. 
 
Students are required to complete a reading journal in a 70-page spiral notebook over their chosen book and turn it in on 
the first day of school. Thirty or more thoughtful notations and analytical responses are required for a reading 
journal to be marked satisfactory. Thoughtful implies that the notation examines the quote, looks for and 
analyzes any literary devices, and sheds new light on the content. See the attached reading journal sample on 
the back of this letter to use as an example. All work must be completed in ink and must be legible. If a teacher can not read 
the work, no grade will be assessed. A student can not use quote analyses from the internet, even if they are 
summarized or paraphrased. If a student chooses to do so, no grade will be assessed.  A writing 
assessment and other assignments and projects will follow during the first few weeks of school.  
 
Books may be borrowed from the public library or purchased at Amazon.com, Half Price Books (www.hpb.com), or at local 
bookstores. Please encourage your child to read not only this book during summer vacation, but other works of non-fiction 
and novels as well. Research shows that students who keep their minds active during the summer often perform better 
when the school year begins. Please encourage your child to thoughtfully complete their summer reading, which will help 
them transition into the 2017-2018 school year with confidence.  
 
Please let us know if you have any questions regarding summer reading.  
 
Many thanks, 
 
The Bishop Noll English Department 
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NOTEBOOK EXPECTATIONS: 2 columns:  

In the left hand column, the student will write: 
 
 
 
-- Direct quotes: (Quotes longer than a sentence may contain 
the first few words of the quote, an ellipsis, and then the last few 
words of the quote.) Direct quotes will be followed by chapter 
number and, if applicable, page number (some electronic 
versions of the text may not have page numbers). The goal is 
that the student should be able to quickly find the quote in the 
original text if asked.  
 
-- Paraphrased sections: Large sections of the text which 
need to be discussed. Identify where, chapter number and page 
number, the summary is occurring. The goal is that the student 
should be able to quickly find the section in the original text if 
asked.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the right hand column, the student will write the analysis of at 
least 30 examples of chosen quotes or paraphrases. A good 
analysis should answer the question, “Why is this quotation 
important to the book as a whole?”.  Remember, this is NOT a 
“Reader Response” journal. A few examples of responses could 
examine plot, character analysis, conflict, symbolism. 
 
Plot 
Exposition (setting / introduces characters) 
Rising Action 
Climax 
Falling Action 
Resolution 
 
Character Analysis 
Protagonist 
Antagonist 
Character Traits / Personality  
 
Conflict 
Person vs. Person 
Person vs. Society 
Person vs. Self 
Person vs. Technology (etc) 
 
Symbols 
Important Themes 
Figurative Language 

EXAMPLE from The Hunger Games: 
“Taking the kids from our districts, forcing them to kill one 
another while we watch – this is the Capitol's way of reminding 
us how totally we are at their mercy.” (Chapter 1, p. 76) 
 

 
“Katniss, ‘the girl who was on fire’. What a good laugh the game 
makers must be having with that one.” (Chapter 5, p. 204) 

This quote shows the reader how the theme of inhumanity is 
shown between the Capitol and the districts and what the Capitol 
does for its entertainment. The quote also shows that the Capitol 
is reminding the districts about their rebellion years ago and this 
is their way of preventing another one. 

 
This quotation reveals the symbol of fire. It plays different roles 
in the story, but it often represents Katniss. Not only does she 
have a fiery and defiant personality, but she also revealed to all 
in the Capitol--including her fellow tributes--that she had what it 
took to win the Hunger Games. She is unrelenting and surprising 
in her strength and agility. She keeps winning and, undoubtedly, 
picks up the idiom of a “girl on fire”.  

 

    
1519 Hoffman Street • Hammond, IN 46327 • (219) 932-9058 • (773) 768-1778 • FAX (219) 853-1736 

•www.bishopnoll.org 
 


