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Required Materials:  
❏ 3-Ring Binder and 5 Dividers - Student Provided 
❏ Looseleaf Paper - Student Provided 
❏ Writing Utensils (Blue and Black Pens and a pencil for scantron)  - Student Provided 
❏ Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury - Student Provided (September 11th) 
❏ Animal Farm by George Orwell - Student Provided (October 16th) 
❏ Other Novel TBA - Student Provided (Second Semester) 
❏ Vocabulary Workbook - Teacher assigned 
❏ English Textbook - Teacher assigned 

 
Course Description:  
Students will develop and practice strategies which integrate reading, writing, and language skills to 
thoughtfully analyze a wide variety of texts.  Students will examine works of fiction and nonfiction, 
including but not limited to essays, articles, historical accounts, novels, plays and short stories. Students 
will use literary theories, as well as historical and cultural contexts, to develop an individual perspective 
through analysis, evaluation, interpretation, and reflection.  
 
Course Objectives: 
We will go above and beyond the state standards, but with a special focus on the following skills: 

❏ Citing strong and thorough textual evidence in both fiction and nonfiction works 
❏ Analyzing the development of themes, especially through characters 
❏ Analyzing multiple interpretations of a work 
❏ Analyzing patterns within texts and the cultural significance of texts 
❏ Dissecting the author’s purpose of a text and how rhetoric is used to achieve that endeavor 
❏ Composing argumentative and informative pieces 
❏ Examining words and phrases (denotation vs. connotation -- etymology -- figures of speech etc.) 
 

 
Grading Scale: 
A = 90 - 100      B = 80 - 89 C = 70 - 79      D = 60 - 69 F = 59 and below 
 
Weighting:   
Tests/Essays 35%  
Homework/Classwork:      35% 
Quizzes:                                   20%   
Participation:                10% 
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Academic Integrity: 
As a student at Bishop Noll Institute, you are expected to adhere to the standards and policies detailed 
in the Bishop Noll Student Handbook. When you submit an assignment with your name on it, you are 
signifying that the work contained therein is all yours, unless otherwise cited or referenced. Any ideas 
or materials taken from another source for either written or oral use must be fully acknowledged.  
 
Any assignment that has been plagiarized will result in an automatic zero.  Additionally, parents and 
administration will be notified and disciplinary actions may follow. 
 
Late Work:  

❏ Daily assignments must be turned in during class on the due date. 
❏ If a daily assignment is not turned in on time, students will have up to ONE day to turn it in 

for 50% of the original credit, after which the assignment will no longer be taken for credit. 
❏ Late submission of papers and projects will result in a 25% deduction each day it is late 

until the paper or project can no longer receive credit.  
 
General Expectations: 
All students are to follow the rules and regulations outlined in the BNI Student Handbook. Classroom 
rules are an extension of the academic and community expectations of Bishop Noll Institute.  
 

❏ Be Respectful - In order for the classroom environment to be conducive to learning and 
growth, everyone must be respectful to his or her peers. As students, you will be held 
accountable for your actions and expected to exhibit respectful behavior at all times. 

 
❏ Be Responsible - You are responsible for all of your work. If you are absent, it is your 

responsibility to follow up with missed notes, assignments, quizzes, and tests. You will find 
the classroom website to be very helpful for staying on track and up to date.  

 
❏ Be Ready - Come to class on time and fully prepared. You are expected to you have your 

books and homework with you upon entering class.  When the bells rings, we will all be 
ready to learn.  

 
 

 

 

 

Please note the information in this syllabus is subject to change, and the most updated form of the syllabus will be available online                       

through bishopnoll.org AND the class Google Classroom account.  

http://www.iu.edu/~code/

